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Cover story: The cover photo shows Route 17 northbound at milepost 11 in Rochelle Park Township, Bergen County, just north of the 
Essex Street project. Statistics show that stop and go traffic often results in rear-end and side impact collisions. 


Construction vehicles smooth the base for the new Route 17/Essex Street interchange in Bergen County. The project began in summer 2007 


and is scheduled for completion in 2010. 


NJDOT announces additional 
roadway improvements for Route 17 


Keeping the traffic flowing 
safely and congestion to a minimum 
in New Jersey is a challenge, but the 
traffic on a 7.6-mile stretch on Route 
17 in Bergen County is an exceptional 
example of the State’s worst 
conditions. That’s why Commissioner 
Kris Kolluri recently announced an 
additional initiative to alleviate the 
all-too-common traffic tie-ups on 
Route 17. Also, the project will greatly 
improve the quality of life for citizens 
of Rochelle Park, Maywood, Lodi, 
Hackensack, Hasbrouck Heights, 
Wood-Ridge, Carlstadt and East 
Rutherford. 

“Widening that segment of Route 
17 will improve roadway safety and 
enable Bergen County commuters and 
residents to spend less time stuck in 
traffic,” said Kolluri. 

Expanding Route 17 to six lanes 
will eliminate two of the state’s worst 
traffic bottlenecks by increasing 
roadway capacity and improving 


traffic flow on the most congested 
corridor in New Jersey. Approximately 
109,621 vehicles use this section of 
roadway every day. 

The Department will meet with 
municipalities and local citizens to 
gather feedback on any concerns 
they may have about the project. This 
initiative will help decrease the accident 
rate at this location -- the highest in the 
state. In 2006, 2,142 crashes, 893 injuries 
and two fatalities occurred on Route 17 
in Bergen County. 

While NJDOT will advertise 
the 7.6-mile project in the spring, 
the Department is currently making 
improvements to the Route 17 /Essex 
Street interchange in Lodi, Maywood 
and Rochelle Park. The project involves 
replacing the Essex Street Bridge over 
Route 17, reconfiguring and signalizing 
the interchange ramps, widening Route 
17 from the railroad adjacent to Gregg 
Street to Becker Avenue, widening 
Essex Street to five lanes and making 


significant drainage improvements 
in the area of Lodi Brook under Essex 
Street. 
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The aerial view shows traffic on the heavily-traveled 
westbound and eastbound lanes of I-78 in Union Township. 


Thanks to a concerted effort by the NJDOT I-78 
Improvement Team, Commissioner Kris Kolluri announced 
the re-opening of rehabilitated westbound local lanes of 
J-78 in Union Township on October 26, 2007. 4 = 

“The reconstruction of Interstate 78 r 
will prolong the useful life of the roadway || 
and enable motorists to more safely 
and efficiently travel one of the state’s 
busiest highways,” Kolluri said. “NJDOT 
appreciates the motorists’ patience during 
the project, which inconvenienced many commuters.” 

Program Manager Atul Shah describes some of the 
challenges. 

“Originally, the plan for the rehabilitation work 
called for taking two of five lanes for a five-mile stretch 
over 18 months and the original paving methods had a 
useful life of only 10 years,” said Shah. “With collaborative 
reconfiguration of the design, the team shortened 
construction, reduced costs and lessened the impact on the 
motorists. It took four months for the express lanes and 
seven months for the local lanes, instead of a total of 18 
months, and we doubled the useful life of the pavement to 
20 years, saving $11 million. We added and completed fiber 
optics, overhead signs, CCTV and readers and advanced 
the widening of two I-78 bridges for the upcoming I-78 and 
Garden State Parkway Interchange Project without any 
additional schedule and traffic impacts.” 

Field Manager William Eric Neu reported on the 
teamwork by Project Management, Construction, and 
Operations that was required for major roadway repairs 
after I-78 lanes closed between the Turnpike Toll Plaza and 
the Garden State Parkway after a severe winter storm that 
deteriorated the existing pavement. 

“The team spirit was exemplified by the combined 
effort of the Capital Program Management and Operations 
divisions in completing the major initial emergency repair 
of the I-78 Westbound Express Lanes in three weeks in 
severe winter weather,” Neu said. 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri congratulates members of the NJDOT I-78 Improvement Team for a job well done. They include 
Maryjane Bennett, Tom Wospil, Vandna Patel, Bob Sauber, Dashrath Shah, Carl Kneidlinger, Manu Patel, Mike Pilsbury, Eric Neu, 
Deputy Commissioner Stephen Dilts, Atul Shah, Kolluri, Rick Hammer, Kiran Patel, Felix Ulloa, Dennis Motiani, Joe Jordan, 
Ahmad Ghorbani, Mike Davis, Chris Manz, Barindra Patel, Jim Hogan and Tom Schlund. 


NJDOT crew members receive Work Zone 
safety awards as Federal Rule goes into effect 


NJDOT’s Bureau of Employee 
Safety recently recognized 28 
employees for their dedication 
to roadway safety at the NIDOT 
Regional Work Zone Safety 
Workshops throughout the regions. 
The awards coincided with the 
federal notification of the Work Zone 
Safety and Mobility Final Rule that 
took effect on October 12, 2007, and 
addresses the impact of increased 
congestion, greater safety issues and 
more work zones. 


Operations Crews from Buena, 
Ramsey and Sand Hill were individually 
recognized at the workshops, which 
were held in Region North on October 
5, in Central Region on October 17 
and in Region South on October 22. 
nstructors included Bob Cassiello 
and Tony Pellegrino from the NJDOT 
Bureau of Employee Safety, Claudia 
nezek from Rutgers University and 
en Hoffner from the NJ Work Zone 
Partnership. The workshops focused on 
Work Zone safety and health. 


Mark DeFuria accepted the award for all 
Crew 211 members of Ramsey Maintenance 


An 


Tony Pellegrino of Employee Safety commends ea South Crew 421 Buena 
Maintenance members James Pagliughi, John Redmond, Wayne Morgan and Paul 
Micheletti for exceeding the NJDOT Work Zone safety standards to enhance their traffic 
control efforts. Crew members not pictured are Wayne Haggen, Joe Grasso, Bruce Perna, 
Greg Novakowski, Dominic Ferrara and Anthony Parzanese. 


who were recognized for an exceptional 
job of crew and public safety. Not pictured 
are Kujtim Ismailovski, William Demarco, 
Luis Martinez, John Stevens, John Toscani, 
Geraldo Castillo, Jose Guzman and Donald 
Runz. 


Mike Moran, Regional Operations Manager and Tony Pellegrino, Employee Safety, and Jeff Evanylo, Area Supervisor (3rd,4th and 11th 
from left) congratulate Central Region Crew 310 members, Sand Hill Maintenance, who received an award for their outstanding Work 
Zone safety efforts. They include Alberto Rivera, Rosario Provenzano, Luis Rodriquez, Keith Schuchardt, Mark Terrizzi, Mike Cesaro, 
Luis Correa, Rich Heffron, and Jeff Evanylo, the Area Supervisor, Crew Supervisor John Mateyka is missing from the picture. 


Dennis 
Merida of 
the Federal 
Highway 
Administration 
(FHWA) recently 
presented 
three NIDOT 
employees 
and one New 
Jersey Institute 
of Technology 
(NJIT) employee 
with the Dave Powell Excellence Award, 
which recognizes a commitment to the 
principles that parallel Powell's life. 

Powell worked as a FHWA Divi 
Traffic and Safety Engineer, after his 
retirement from NJDOT, where he 
served as Supervisor of Traffic and 
Safety Personnel. Persons who qualify 
for the award in his name must exhibit 
Powell’s principles of enhancing 
the partnership between FHWA and 
NJDOT, achieving quality results for the 
citizens of this state, and dealing with 
people with respect and dignity. 


Darrar 


sion 


FHWA recognized James Darrar, 
Supervisor Right of Way, for his 
support and guidance during the 2007 
Federal Audit of the NJDOT relocation 
program. Darrar led the auditors 
through six-month audits of North, 
Central and South regions. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Coordinator Sheree Davis received 
an award for her outstanding work 
with the Governor’s Pedestrian Safety 
Initiative and her commitment to 
implement programs and projects to 
improve pedestrian safety in the state. 

FHWA recognized Supervising 
Planner Elise Bremer-Nei for the 
implementation of the Safe Routes 
to School program (SRTS) and the 
partnership she created among the NJ 
SRTS Council, NJDOT Local Aid and 
FHWA. 

NJIT Professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Lazar 
Spasovic received the award for 
strengthening NJDOT’s abilities in an 
asset management and performance- 
based approach to the Transportation 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri (center) 


congratulates Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Coordinator Sheree Davis and Supervising, 
Planner Elise Bremer-Nei as recipients of 
the Dave Powell Excellence award. 
Improvement Program. Spasovic 
developed the Transportation and 
Economic Land Use System (TELUS) 
that will provide NJDOT and FHWA 
with the tools to work in a cooperative 
and efficient manner. 


NJIDOT employees nurture Martin Luther King Jr.’s spirit 


“Observe King’s nurturing spirit 
once and live it everyday,” was the 
advice Commissioner Kris Kolluri 
gave the audience as he welcomed 
NJDOT employees to the annual 
remembrance held for Martin Luther 
King, Jr., famed civil rights leader who 
advocated equality for all. “On the 
40'" anniversary of his assassination, 
what we are doing is a good thing — 
honoring the man who gave hope to all 
humanity.” 

For those who had doubts about 
how to achieve the life King advocated, 
keynote speaker Evangelist Rosa 
Bradley provided suggestions for 
nurturing the dream. The religion 
counselor, a graduate of Philadelphia 
College of the Bible and the wife of 
Pastor Oscar L. Bradley of Living 
Bread Ministry, Inc., in Trenton, relayed 
specific ideas. 

“We need to develop passion for 
change. Change involves sacrifice 
and change comes from within,” said 
Bradley. “Never lose hope. Live in 
peace. And, live the dream.” 


Keynote speaker Rosa Bradley receives 
congratulatory praise from Black History 
Committee member Keith Daniels at 


NJDOT’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
observance at Headquarters in January. 


Bradley spoke of living King’s 
dream. She also asked us to question 
what we had done to continue the 
dream in the 40 years since King’s 
death. 


“When we begin with ourselves 
we can change the world, we have 
to educate ourselves and unify with 
those who share common goals, 
such as family, community and the 
world,” said Bradley. “Faith is taking 
the first step to believe the dream 
will come to pass.” 

Black History Committee 
members annually develop this 
event. 

“NJDOT’s leadership recognizes 
the Black History Committee and 
the hard work they always do,” 
said Director Nelida Valentin of 
the Division of Civil Rights and 
Affirmative Action. 

Committee members include 
Nancy Ciaruffoli, Keith Daniels, 
Anthony Davis, Lynne Gash, Iris 
Gerald, Jacqueline Hall-Livingston, 
Tineen Howard, Michelle Jordan, 
Sylvia Leven-Stout, Stephanie 
Nock, Ivette Santiago-Green, 
Chrystal Section-Williams, Lorraine 
Stallings, Robin Sterns and Vicki 
Tilghman-Ansley. 


Local and regional agencies 
benefit from SAFETEA-LU workshops 


Thanks to the customer 
outreach efforts of Supervising 
Engineer Local Aid Salim Mikhael 
and Supervising Environmental 
Specialist Lauralee Rappleye some 
public agencies receiving federal 
funding can better negotiate the 
requirements to implement a 
variety of high priority projects. 
SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users), 
provides New Jersey approximately 
$8 billion for highway and transit projects. 

A critical aspect of the law gives state and local 
transportation decision-makers flexibility to solve 
transportation problems in their own communities. 
Infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects funded by 
the program include intersection improvements, traffic 
calming initiatives, public awareness and traffic education 
campaigns. SAFETEA-LU requires compliance with federal 
laws and procedures. 

Mikhael and Rappleye conducted two workshops in 
Cherry Hill on December 12 and 17 on advancing projects 
funded by the High Priority Projects program through the 
design and construction processes. 

“It was the support of Michael Russo, Director of 
Local Aid and Economic Development and of Elkins 
Green, Director of Environmental Resources that enabled us 


Rappleye 


to hold the workshops,” said Mikhael. “I was the workshop 
leader on related programs, projects and under recipient 
commitment requirements, related federal aid regulations and 
project requirements, and NJDOT procedures.” 

Rappleye discussed the requirements for compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the 
J Register Act, and NEPA (National 
Environmental Policy Act) that are 
required for use of federal funding. 
“We've developed a process in 
the environmental area where the 
project sponsors, like counties and 
municipalities, can do their own 
environmental screening and save 
money,” Rappleye said. “Based on 
the screening, NJDOT’s Bureau of 
Environmental Program Resources 
will provide additional information 
and advise them whether consultant 
services will be needed.” 

Workshop attendees received extensive information to 
assist them as they move forward with their projects. 

Local Aid Administrative Assistant 3 Carol Bove 
handled most of the workshop logistics, invitations, 
refreshments and snacks, Contract Administrator 2 Dave 
Reimer purchased snacks, Secretarial Assistant 2 Anne 
Dunican handled the photocopying and Assistant Engineer 
Transportation Kyle Skala developed the Powerpoint file 
transfers. 
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North Region crew shows courage in river rescue 


The Pequest River w degrees at noon on 
December 19 but that didn’t stop members of Crew 224 
from jumping in to save a man who was floating down the 
river. 

“We were doing a patching job on Route 46 in Warren 
County near the Pequest River when a woman in a red coat 
down by the river waved us down,” said Mandi Groff, 
Maintenance Worker 1. “We jumped from our trucks and 
slid down the icy embankment when we realized there was 
aman in the river.” 

The first crew members to go into the river were 
Greg Wright, Tr 


ck Driver and Jeff Keggan, Maintenance 
Worker 1, who helped pull the man out of the water. The 


next step was, of course, to get the v 
quickly as possible. 

Scott Haley, Maintenance Worker 1, Charles Kelson, 
Truck Driver and Steven Steinmetz, Landscape Techni 
formed a human chain with a Warren Cour ty detective 
who had arrived on the scene to get the victim into a 
waiting ambulance. Fortunately, the victim recovered from 
hypothermia at Morristown Memorial Hospital. 

Groff summarized the crew’s heroic deed. “That man 
would not be alive today if the crew did not Rely am 
honored to work with these courageous men.’ 


im onto dry land as 


Crew 224 members Greg Wright and Scott Haley (seated) and 

Jeff Keggan, Charles Kelson, Steven Steinmetz and Mandi Groff 
(standing) are pleased their heroic deed saved a man’s life. An 
account of the December Pequest River rescue appeared in The Star 
Ledger and in The Express Times news, trophies and editorial sections. 


Milestones 


Rail Fixed Guideway Systems Program 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri recently designated Steve Dilts, Deputy Commissioner, 
as Signatory Authority for the State Safety Oversight of Rail Fixed Guideway Systems 
Program. This means that Dilts, acting as the Commissioner’s representative, will handle 
all policy and emergencies requiring executive attention involving the program. 

Further, Director of Multimodal Services Robert Miller will have signatory authority 

for normal business and routine affairs for the state’s program. 
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Dilts 


Capital Investment Strategies Unit 


Deputy Commissioner Steve 
Dilts appointed Dave Kuhn as 
Executive Director of Capital 
Investment Strategies in December 


2007. Kuhn will lead the unit that is 
responsible for developing a Statewide 
Transportation Capital Investment 
Strategy, preparing the annual 


Capital Program, the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement 
Program and the Study and 
Development Program. 


Division of Construction Services and Materials 


Director Kiran B. Patel announced the appointment of John Szafranski to the position of Manager 1, Regional 
Construction Engineer. A 30-year NJDOT veteran, Szafranski has served in the capacity of resident engineer and of field 


manager. 


Division of Accounting and Auditing 


Chief Financial officer Steven Hanson recently announced the appointment of Judy Sigle, a 27-year NJDOT veteran, 


as Acting Director. 


Retirees 


January 2008 retirees are Eugene Grybowski, Project 
Engineer Surface Design retired January 2008 after 43 years 
of service. Other January retirees include Louis Sansone, 
33 years, Project Engineer Maintenance; Edgar Riddick, 30 
years, Construction and Maintenance Technician 3; Willard 
Forgerson, 30 years, Automotive Mechanic; Edwin Horta, 
30 years, Highway Construction and Bridge Repairer 1; 
Malelia Wallace, 25 years, Engineering Technician 2; 

Gary Hart, 25 years, Assistant Crew Supervisor Highway 
Marking; Howard Folbrecht, 23 years, Electrical Mechanic; 
Geraldine Cattani, 19 years, Secretarial Assistant 2. 

December 2007 retirees included Mildred Cox, 44 
years, Executive Assistant 2; Edward Farrell, 40 years, 
Engineering Technician 1; Frances Davis, 40 years, 
Administrative Supervisor 1 Transportation; Joseph Licari, 
39 years, Senior Executive Service; Wayne Morris, 38 years, 
Project Engineer Surface Design; Stanley Romanowicz, 

38 years, Project Engineer Construction; Linda Zajac, 37 
years, Executive Assistant 2; Tin Chang, 34 years, Project 


Engineer Electrical; John Adubato, 34 years, Supervising 
Auditor; Joseph Hoyer, 33 years, Supervising Engineer 2 
Surface Design; Frances Ruth, 32 years, Administrative 
Assistant 3; Arnold Staples, 32 years, Truck Driver Single 
Axle; Robert Guerin, 28 years, Supervising Engineer 
Construction and Maintenance; Anthony Walano, 28 years, 
Supervising Engineer Electrical; Edward Crowley, 25 years, 
Principal Engineer Transportation; William Schmidlin, 25 
years, Construction and Maintenance Technician 1; Mitchell 
Zajac, 25 years, Construction and Maintenance Technician 2. 
November 2007 retirees are Andris Jumikis, 41 years, 
Supervising Engineer Construction and Maintenance; 
David Sichik, 41 years, Senior Executive Service; Janet 
Emmett, 36 years, Technical Program Assistant; Michael 
Slusarski, 30 years, Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 2; Anthony Bassi, 30 years, Bridge Operator; 
Thomas Merchak, 25 years, Crew Supervisor Highway 
and Maintenance; Kenneth Conrow, 21 years, Principal 
Environmental Specialist. 


Blue Ribbons 
Teamwork cleans up history in Freehold Township 


To properly remember 

someone with a memorial, it has to 
be visible to others. NJDOT recently 
cleaned the Lila W. Thompson Memorial 
on Route 9 at Route 524 in Freehold 
Township, which was unsuitable for 
visitors. 

“Unfortunately, the tribute to the 
Assemblywoman, who authorized 
this section of Route 9 from Adelphia 
to Lakewood in 1934, was in need of a 
thorough redo,” said Project Engineer 
Bob Malinoski, who coordinated the 
project. “Some time ago we had to move 
the memorial because of safety issues, 
and there was a question about keeping 
the plaque at all. Since we did, it’s 
important to keep this piece of history 
looking presentable.” 

According to Project Engineer 
David Earl of Landscape, the site 
was hidden by overgrown bushes 
and grasses. Central Region Crew 323 
immediately went to work on the area. 

“Supervising Engineer Clint 
Griggs was in charge of the work and 
crew members Jeff Guttridge and 


The Lila W. Thompson Memorial in 
Freehold Township is a tribute to the 


Dean Bellafiore removed unsightly Ocean County Assemblywoman, a 
vegetation and litter surrounding the resident of New Egypt, who served 
memorial to improve the visibility of the _ in the State Legislature from 1924- 
rose-colored granite stone and bronze 1925. The before (right) and after 
plaques on the memorial,” said Earl. (above) photos of the memorial, 


“We are committed to improve the dedicated to her work to get that 
section of Route 9 constructed, show 


general appearance of the memorial and a marked difference in the area and 
maintain the site by enlarging the paved are attributed to teamwork between 
area and by enhancing the surrounding Landscape and Central Region crew 
landscape to attract more visitors.” members. 


Citizens thank Central 
Region crews for a job well done 


Daniel and Susan Garis of Phillipsburg gave kudos to members of Crew 
337, Phillipsburg and Crew 359, Bloomsbury for removing tree limbs that had 
presented a danger to their home on Route 22. 

“The Garis’ were concerned about damage and fire to their home due to 
hanging tree branches and leaves over the house and chimney,” said Bernard 
James, Regional Director of Central Region Operations. “Both crews handled 
this matter without any delays, and are to be commended. It’s good to get 
acknowledgement from the public on the work we do on a daily basis.” 

Crew 336 members include Raymond Farley, Supervisor, Wayne Rogers, 
Donald Force, Richard Stefano, Brian McQuaid and Joan Heller; Crew 359 
members include Richard Kraemer, Supervisor, Robert Hansbury, and Graham 
Raywood-Lamson. 


Landscape Technician Graham Raywood-Lamson of Crew 359 Washington rides in a 
bucket while trimming overhanging branches that posed a hazard to a private home on 
Route 22 in Phillipsburg. 


NJDOT celebrates the holidays in the regions 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri visited NJDOT employees throughout the state to wish everyone a happy holiday during 
December’s celebrations, as witnessed in the following photos. 


Robert McLaughlin, Manager, Information Processing, is flanked by Mrs. 
Claus (Administrative Analyst Shari Leichter) and Santa (Peter Yull, retired) 
at the Headquarters’ holiday breakfast. (2) Administrative Assistant Lisa 
Cavanagh, Regional Maintenance Engineer Mike Moran and Management 
Assistant Sharon Hartmann celebrate the holidays at Central Region, while 

Regional Director Bernard James takes in the festivities. Secretarial 
Assistants Penny DeLeone and Norma DiBarba coordinated the party for 
Operations, Construction, Materials, Design/Survey, Local Aid, Movable 
Bridges, Right of Way, Traffic and Engineering. Edward Walkoczy, Sr. Right 
of Way Negotiator served as photographer during the party and Desmond 
Norman, Supply Support Technician played the keyboards. (4) The North 
District Right of Way employees celebrated with the Commissioner on his 
first visit to their facility. Pictured are Bill Vogel, District ROW Program 
Manager Fred Kashani, Donna Gatens, Peter Befumo, Ramiro Perez, 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri, Dale Finn, Blase Cassibba, Julia Scholtzhauer, 

Generoso Cruz, Bill Bialowasz, Chris Coppola, Assistant Commissioner 
Rick Hammer, Victor Akpu, Phil Greenberg, Deputy Commissioner Steve 
Dilts, Barbara Moses, John Nettleton. Secretarial Assistant Susan Lackey 
and Administrative assistant Kathy Schuld handled 
the arrangements for the festivities. 


Although Region South had 

no photos available, employees 
appreciated Commissioner 

Kolluri’s and Deputy Commissioner 
Steve Dilts’ visit where they 

enjoyed hospitality provided by 
Administrative Assistant Sharon Bird 
and Executive Secretarial Assistant 
Bernie Shaw. 


